
CARBONDALE INTERFAITH COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes for February 25, 2014

The purpose of the Interfaith Council is to make God's love visible in our community by fostering
interfaith  cooperation,  sharing  religious  experiences,  engaging in  service,  discovering  unity  while
respecting differences, and speaking with courage and strength for justice.
(Statement of Purpose adopted c. 2001)

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 pm at the Carbondale Muslim Center by Maurine Pyle, Interim
President of the Council. Dr. Mazhar Butt spoke about Islam at the start of our meeting as part of our
ongoing series of introductions to the history, beliefs, and practices of our member faith communities.

Maurine Pyle lead a “Year in Review” discussion. This discussion explored highlights of 2013 and
reflected  on  possibilities  for  2014.  Highlights  of  2013  included  the  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr
celebration, Houses of Faith, the 40th anniversary celebration, Carbondale in Thanksgiving, the John
Caputo visit and dialogs, the UNICEF collection, the Spirit of Christmas program, and the Christian
Unity celebration.

The Council discussed outreach to other faith communities in Carbondale. Some faith communities that
have drifted away or never been involved in the Council may be interested in working with the Council
on service projects. Even if they don't wish to attend meetings or be listed as members, they may be
willing to share in the spirit of interfaith cooperation through these service projects. One way to create
dialog and invite participation would be to host an informal open house with coffee, tea, etc. Maurine
Pyle is willing to organize such an event on behalf of the Council.

It was also pointed out that those of us who attend Council meetings may be able to involve more
members of our own faith communities in Council activities. We can do this by sharing the Council
newsletter, website, etc. with our email lists, in our newsletters/bulletins, etc. We can also ask members
of our faith communities what types of programs they would like the Council to organize. This will
give us new ideas for programs and help members of our faith communities to feel more involved in
the Council. There was also a discussion of scheduling Council events other than meetings that would
allow for more interaction with our supporters and the public. This could include picnics, yard sales,
gardening, and other types of events. Suggestions and participation are welcome.

There was a motion to amend the January 2014 minutes to include the final total for last year's Trick or
Treat for UNICEF fundraiser ($761.88). This motion was introduced, seconded, and approved.

Maurine Pyle will  attend the memorial for Pravin Varughese, the SIU student who recently passed
away. She will find out if there is any memorial gift (flowers, donation, etc.) that the Council can give
in memory of Pravin.

Harry Treece, Treasurer of the Council, reported that the balance for the Ralph Anderson fund was
$1,291.95. The balance for the general Council checking account was $4,602.32. This gives us a grand
total of $5,894.27. Any members who have not yet paid their membership dues are encouraged to do
so.

As a follow-up to the recent National Preach-In on Climate Change, the Baha'i Community of Southern
Illinois  will  be  hosting  an  interfaith  discussion  about  the  relationship  between  faith  and  the
environment. This discussion series will meet monthly. The first meeting is on Thursday, March 20 at 7



pm at Gaia House Interfaith Center. Future meetings will take place on the third Thursday of each
month at Gaia House. People of all faiths and beliefs are welcome to attend.

The  Carbondale  City  Council  is  considering  whether  or  not  to  continue  funding for  several  local
nonprofits. The Carbondale Interfaith Council will send the Carbondale City Council a letter in support
of the social programs provided by these nonprofits. Imam Haqq will send the information to Ken
Starbuck and Maurine Pyle. They will review the information and compose and send a letter

This year's Dr. Martin Luther King Jr event went very well. There were approximately 400 people at
the event and a variety of speakers and performances celebrating the life, legacy, and continuing call to
justice offered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr and many local individuals and community organizations.

On Sundays at 11:30 am, there is an Introduction to Islam class available at the Carbondale Muslim
Center. This weekly session offers an introduction to the beliefs and practices of Islam. New people of
all beliefs are welcome to attend and learn more about the basics of this religious tradition and its
practice in the local community.

The next meeting of the Carbondale Interfaith Council will be on Tuesday, March 25 at 6:30 pm at the
Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship.

Meeting minutes submitted by Treesong, Secretary of the Carbondale Interfaith Council.


