
CARBONDALE INTERFAITH COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes for August 26, 2014

The purpose of  the Interfaith  Council  is  to make God's love visible in our community by fostering
interfaith  cooperation,  sharing  religious  experiences,  engaging  in  service,  discovering  unity  while
respecting differences, and speaking with courage and strength for justice.
(Statement of Purpose adopted c. 2001)

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm at the University Baptist Church by Maurine Pyle, Interim
President of the Council. Rev. John Annable, Pastor of University Baptist Church, lead an invocation.
Rev. Annable and Harry Treece offered an introduction to the church's beliefs and history at the start of
our meeting. This was part of our ongoing series of introductions to the history, beliefs, and practices of
our member faith communities.

Scott  Martin  and  Maurine  Pyle  shared  information  about  the  upcoming  Parliament  of  the  World's
Religions which will be held in the United States in 2015. Marleen Shepherd, Father Bob Flannery, and
others discussed the history and importance of the Parliament.  Having it  in the U.S. is  an exciting
opportunity. The Council will discuss the upcoming Parliament further as more information becomes
available. We may also want to consider having someone from the Council become an Ambassador.

Harry Treece, Treasurer, shared a financial report. The current balances of the Ralph Anderson Fund and
our general checking account are $1,292.01 and $7433.49 respectively. This gives us a grand total of
$8,725.50 in funds. Harry Treece also distributed a list of which faith communities have and have not
paid their membership dues. The suggested dues are $4 per “giving unit” of each faith community.

Mike Heath, Director of Good Samaritan Ministries, shared a new type of report which compares the
services offered in the past year with the services offered over the previous 5 years. This illustrates how
much the demand for Good Sam services is rising over time. Demand for the transitional house, food
pantry, soup kitchen, emergency assistance, and emergency shelter have all risen significantly, especially
relative to the numbers from 2009. This need is expected to continue rising indefinitely.

On September 5, Good Sam will be holding a food drive at the Carbondale Community High School
football game. The game starts at 7 pm. People are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items.

Treesong, Secretary, updated the Council on various aspects of online outreach. Any members of the
Council wishing to submit items to the newsletter should contact Treesong. Recent technical difficulties
with the Council's domain name, cdaleinterfaith.org, should be resolved sometime within the next few
days. In the meantime, a temporary version of the Council website is available at treesong.org/cic.

Maurine Pyle, Interim President, lead a discussion of the schedule for the remainder of the year. Our
September meeting will be at its usual time on September 23 at 6:30 PM with location TBA (possibly
First Methodist). Our October meeting will be replaced by the “Taste of Faith” interfaith potluck on
October 28 at 6 pm at the Carbondale Muslim Center. Our November meeting will be replaced by the
“Carbondale in Thanksgiving” event on November 18 with location TBA. Our December meeting will
be held earlier in the month than usual: December 9 at 6:30 PM with location TBA.

Marleen  Shepherd  shared  a  document  describing  the  Sparrow Coalition,  a  newly  forming coalition
whose goal is to help people on the margins of society who are not receiving the services they need to
survive and flourish.  One of the main actions this  coalition would take as a  first  step would be to
research and implement a Community Resource Directory so that people would be better able to find
existing services that may meet their needs. A long-term goal would be to initiate or support efforts to



meet needs that no existing organization is currently meeting. Marleen Shepherd lead a discussion of the
project and raised the question of whether or not the Sparrow Coalition could become a project of the
Carbondale  Interfaith  Council.  After  considerable  discussion,  the  Council  decided  to  review  the
information while Sparrow Coalition works on their next steps. The Council is interested and may be
better able to make a decision about official involvement with Sparrow Coalition at the next meeting.

Scott  Martin  of  the  Baha'i  community  and Treesong of  the  Pagan  community  discussed  Faith  and
Environment, a monthly discussion group that explores how our faith relates to our commitment to
environmental  stewardship.  Scott  shared  information  about  Interfaith  Light  and  Power,  a  religious
response to global warming, as well as faith-based information about bees and beekeeping. Treesong
stated that people from several local faith communities had approached him with concerns about the
impending start of hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) in Southern Illinois. Interfaith communities in other
parts of the country and world have signed various resolutions and letters stating their concern about the
health, safety, economic, and environmental risks of fracking. Treesong brought a sample resolution and
related information that he agreed to forward to the Council.

Maurine Pyle discussed the nomination of officers for next year. Sara Faye Marten agreed to head the
nominating committee. If you are willing to help, please contact Sara Faye Marten.

Shema Ruperto introduced the For Kids' Sake 5K Run/Walk-A-Thon and invited the Council and local
faith communities to form their own teams. The event raises funds to support and educate orphans in
Bangladesh. For more information or to register as an individual or team, contact Shema Ruperto.

During the open agenda period,  Father Bob Flannery suggested that the Council  consider writing a
statement or letter related to the recent violence in Ferguson, Missouri as well as the escalating violence
against Christians in Iraq and elsewhere. Both topics lead to considerable discussion, especially the topic
of Ferguson. Rev. Sarah Richards discussed her trip to an interfaith clergy event in Ferguson. Rev. Sonja
Ingebritsen commented that Carbondale is “one incident away from being Ferguson”. This highlighted
the importance of further dialog and action on racial justice. Harvey Welch noted that the Council does
not fully represent the faith communities of Carbondale because there is not currently representation of
local black churches on the Council. He said that these churches do not want to participate in a “too
diverse”  organization  that  includes  non-Christians.  Their  interests  may  be  ecumenical  (among  all
Christians) rather than interfaith (among all faiths). A few other people confirmed that this has come up
in previous conversations and outreach. The Council is looking to find new ways to building a working
relationship with faith communities who share some of our values and want to work on service projects
but are hesitant to be involved with an interfaith organization.

The Council asked Father Bob Flannery and others to work on a statement that expresses our concern
over the situation in Ferguson while acknowledging that we do not speak for all faith communities and
do not have all of the answers. Those working on the statement will submit it to the Council for review.

In light of the topic of racial justice, Rev. Sonja Ingebritsen discussed the Racial Justice Coalition that
has been meeting at Church of the Good Shepherd since last year. New people are invited to attend
future meetings on the first Thursday of the month at 7 pm at Church of the Good Shepherd. Recent
topics have included the proposed solar project at the Koppers site and the restorative justice program in
local schools. People of all beliefs and backgrounds interested in racial justice are welcome to attend.

The next meeting of the Carbondale Interfaith Council will be on Tuesday, September 23 at 6:30 pm.
The tentative location is the First Methodist Church (pending availability).

Meeting minutes submitted by Treesong, Secretary of the Carbondale Interfaith Council.



CARBONDALE INTERFAITH COUNCIL
Members And Guests In Attendance
August 26, 2014

Name Faith Community or Organization

Maurine Pyle Southern Illinois Quaker Meeting

Marleen Shepherd First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Harvey Welch Epiphany Lutheran Church

Sara Fae Marten Congregation Beth Jacob

Debbie Martin Southern Illinois Baha'i

Scott Martin Southern Illinois Baha'i

Betsy Herman Art of Living

Harry Treece University Baptist Church

Dusta Wheatley St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

David Ullman St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

Abdus Sami Islamic Center of Carbondale

Mike Heath Good Samaritan Ministries

Shema Rupero Dayemi Tariqat (Sufi)

Joy Nur Dayemi Tariqat (Sufi)

John Annable University Baptist Church

Samuel Cox First United Methodist Church

Tisha Petty Church of the Good Shepherd UCC

Sonja Ingebritsen Church of the Good Shepherd UCC

Sarah Richards Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship

Bob Flannery St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

Treesong Gaia House Interfaith Center & SIPA


