CARBONDALE INTERFAITH COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes for September 23, 2014
The purpose of the Interfaith Council is to make God's love visible in our community by fostering
interfaith cooperation, sharing religious experiences, engaging in service, discovering unity while
respecting differences, and speaking with courage and strength for justice.
(Statement of Purpose adopted c. 2001)
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm at the First United Methodist Church by Maurine Pyle,
Interim President of the Council. Tom Byford, Associate Pastor of First United Methodist Church, lead
an invocation. Samuel Cox of First United Methodist Church offered an introduction to the church's
beliefs and history at the start of our meeting. This was part of our ongoing series of introductions to the
history, beliefs, and practices of our member faith communities.
The Council approved the meeting minutes for the August 26 meeting.
The Taste of Faith is coming up on Tuesday, October 28 at 6 pm at the Carbondale Muslim Center. This
is an opportunity for people of all faiths and beliefs to share food and fellowship at a potluck. Maurine
Pyle, Interim President of the Council, will contact the media, including Jennifer Fuller of WSIU.
The Ralph Anderson Interfaith Dialogue series has several upcoming events. The first planning meeting
is on September 30 at 7 pm at the Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship. There will be a RAID sponsored
event on October 13 at 7:30 pm at the Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship. Darren Sherkat, Chair of the
Sociology Department at SIU and a CUF member, will lead a discussion of his newly published book,
Changing Faith. The first Ralph Anderson Interfaith Dialogue of the 2014-2015 calendar year will be on
October 27 at the First Christian Church at 7:30. The topic will be “Ralph Anderson Interfaith Dialogue
– History and Promise”. During that gathering, we will take a moment to remember Birdie Anderson,
Ralph’s beloved wife, who died earlier this year. A new aspect of RAID this year will be the opportunity
for faith communities to hold their own interfaith-related events and invite RAID to be a cosponsor. This
will hopefully help faith communities organize and promote interfaith events of their own that do not
necessarily fit the standard dialogue format.
The Sparrow Coalition will be having a small planning meeting on Thursday, September 25 to prepare
for a strategic planning session at a later date.
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Unity Celebration is coming up on January 18, 2015 at 4 pm at the
Carbondale Civic Center. The nominating committee for the Spirit of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Service Award is now accepting nominations. The nomination form has been added to the
Council website.
The Council revisited the idea of releasing statements of concern related to several social justice topics:
recent events in Ferguson, Missouri; the persecution of religious minorities, including but not limited to
Christians, in the Middle East and elsewhere; the threat posed by hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) to the
people of Illinois. Bob Flannery, Ken Starbuck, and Sonja Ingebritsen will discuss developing one or
two statements related to the first two concerns. Treesong will contact individual faith communities and
faith leaders about a letter or resolution regarding fracking. He will also share any events or resources
that might help faith communities to become better informed on the issue prior to making a decision.
Betsy Herman will be out of town during the collection of the Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF donations this
year. She can still work on the preparations and publicity but is looking for a volunteer to help with the
collection at the end of the drive. Betsy will contact our treasurer, Harry Treece, to see if he is willing

and able to help. Each participating faith community is responsible for determining the details of their
own collection. There was some discussion of the idea that having all of the faith communities doing
their trick-or-treating on the same day and at the same time may be beneficial for publicity and other
reasons. Other options such as collecting donations at restaurants and other locations are possible but
would require additional volunteers. For more information, contact Betsy.
The For Kids' Sake 5K Run/Walk-A-Thon is coming up on Friday, September 26. Proceeds benefit
orphans in Bangladesh. For more information, contact Shema Ruperto.
Mike Heath, Director of Good Samaritan Ministries, reports that demand at Good Sam continues to
grow and exceed capacity. Funding sources and other donations are remaining steady, but need is
growing dramatically. There was an article on the front page of the Southern Illinoisan about the issue.
Faith communities are encouraged to collect donations of money and goods for Good Sam. For more
information, contact Mike Heath. Treesong will also put a message about this in our newsletter.
The Carbondale Interfaith Council formally expressed its gratitude for the efforts of the staff of Good
Sam, including Mike Heath, to meet these growing needs in our community.
The Spirit of Christmas program is up and running again this year. Dia Par has contacted Lowes well in
advance of the event to see if they are willing to donate the bags used during the collection.
The Racial Justice Coalition is meeting on the first Thursday of every month at 7 pm at the Church of
the Good Shepherd UCC. This month's meeting will be on October 2.
A Catholic priest from Rwanda will be visiting our community to share his story. Father Bob Flannery of
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church asked if the Council would be interested in cosponsoring his visit.
The Council agreed.
The Parliament of the World Religions is coming to the U.S. in 2015. Having it in the U.S. is an exciting
opportunity. The Council will discuss the upcoming Parliament further as more information becomes
available. We may also want to consider having someone from the Council become an Ambassador.
There is also an organization called the United Religions Initiative that seeks to bring together people of
all religions, similar to the way that the U.N. is intended to bring together people of all nations.
Carbondale in Thanksgiving will be held on Tuesday, November 18 at 7 pm.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity event will be held on Sunday, January 25 at 4 pm.
Treesong will add a marquis of upcoming events to the website.
Scott Martin of the Southern Illinois Baha'i reported that approximately 310,000 people marched in the
People's Climate March in New York City. This march brought attention to the social justice and
environmental impacts of human-caused global warming. Faith and Environment meets on the third
Thursday of each month at 7 pm at Gaia House Interfaith Center. The most recent session included a
showing of Disruption, a documentary about global warming and the climate justice movement.
The next gathering of the Carbondale Interfaith Council will be at the Taste of Faith event on Tuesday,
October 28 at 6 pm at the Carbondale Muslim Center. The next business meeting will be on Tuesday,
December 9 at 6:30 pm (Location TBA).
Meeting minutes submitted by Treesong, Secretary of the Carbondale Interfaith Council.
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Name

Faith Community or Organization

Bob Flannery

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

Debbie Martin

Southern Illinois Baha'i

Scott Martin

Southern Illinois Baha'i

Samuel Cox

First United Methodist Church

Dia Parr

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Katherine Graves

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Abdus Sami

Islamic Center of Carbondale

Tom Byford

First United Methodist Church

Marleen Shepherd

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Sonja Ingebritsen

Church of the Good Shepherd UCC

Betsy Herman

Art of Living

Joan Hart

First United Methodist Church

Mike Heath

Good Samaritan Ministries

Sarah Richards

Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship

Maurine Pyle

Southern Illinois Quaker Meeting

Ken Starbuck

Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship

Kathy Starbuck

Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship

Sara Fae Marten

Congregation Beth Jacob

Treesong

Gaia House Interfaith Center & SIPA

